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Tranglatlion from "L CALPENSE" of the Brd, October 1916,

COMMPRCE  AND THR  WAR,

W@r is not possible without money, and where there 1s nelther
commerce nor ILndustry there can be no money., Napoleon was the
firat to acknowledge this principle, and at the present day Great
EBritain has proved that the only way to be able to support the
enormouls expenditure which war entails on wee belllgerent. coun—
tries, Is Lo Toster and extend commerce. Thanks to the exerclse‘
of this principle, Ingland can meet her expendliture and helps
financially her allles,with comparatlve ease ; whilst Germany
encounters dally new and Lncreasling difficulties In the way of
attending o her Tinancilal requirements.

England, In her determination Lo make use of every legal meahs
to combat the enemy, decided Lo wage war agalinst German commerce
in neutral countries, and for thlis purpose published lists giving
the names of commerclal flrms condemned Lo ostracism with whon
British subjects are forbldden to have dealings. The system, 80
far as it relates to the sotherland, caused litile or no Lnjury,
but when applied to Gibraltar without modificatlion of any kind,
it has given rilse to grave Inconvenlence and serious losses,

On a Tuesday morning, for example, a Glbraltar exporting firm
ships a parcel of goods to a port Ln Spalin or MorOCQO, consigned %o
a known and respectable Tirm, On the same night the O0fflcral
Gazetbe Ls accompanled by a Black List, or a list of neutral
forbidden firms, amongst whoﬁ appears that same firm to whom,a Tew
hours before, goods to the value of several thousand pesetas have
been shipped.

The effect on the Wpeutral firm affected at being marked by the
British Government as a business house with which British subjects
may not continmue Lo trade, can easlly be Lmaginea; and since we
are all human, the first Impulse of that firm will be to say-

"The British Governnent forblds Lte subjects to have any deallngs
"with me - Well I shall not pay what I owe Lo British subjects";

and the result Is that what the Brithﬁ?overnment intended as a




punishment, for pro-wermanism or some other cause, on Spanish

Lo
i

firms egtablished Ln Spaln, becomes a double edged sword, and 1t
I1s Britleh subgects, who may unfortunately have claims against sald
firm wio suffer., This Ls what Lg known In Castililan as " tq go
for wool and come back shorn", This Is a period of reprisals and
there Ls no right for complaint when the arm we use turns agalnst
and wounds us,

Is there a way of preventling these lossesY Undoubtediy there
is, It would suffice 1f, prior to the publilcatlon of new Elack
Iists of neutral filrms, local esportlng flrns were &@prised
conf ldentially 1n order to glve them tLime o recover what Ls due
to them, The object which the Government has In view can be obtain-
ed Ln elther case, because no firm recelving confidential advice
that a flrm In Spaln or Morocco has been Included In the Elack
Liist, would dare carry on any buslness with 1t and, on the other
: - hand,they would have sufficlent time to enable them to make arrange-
mentsrbefore the forelgn firm became aware of what was taklong
nlace and was able Lo prepare a perfectly Justifiable refusal Lo
pay, as ln the case of the theatrical manager 1n the "Duo de la

aAfricana', (A man who never pald kis the artistes).

There 1g anoﬁher arrangement which Is crying out for modifica-
tion, In future, the Lﬁgrtation into Gibralitar of artlicles fronm
Spain will not be allowed unlerps accompanled by a certificate of
origln declared before a British consular authority., The Immense
majority of the articles which reach Gibraltar from Bpalun are
Foodetuffs from towns and districts where there Is neltiier a
consul, vice—consul nor consular agent., A parcel of barley, peas,
rice, pork saugagesd&c., Oor any other simliar artlcle,arrives with—
out a British congular certifricate, The Authoritles will not per-
mit 1ts Imporiatlon Lluto tThe Fortress where there Ig a scarcity of
this article. What 1= Lo be done? Is the community to be allowed
o undergo privatlons because Lt did nol ocour o our Government
to appolnt a Consular representatlve for the dlstrict producing
the artlcle In guestlon?  These laws and arrangenentg are all

very well for the Unlted Klngdom, where, owing to Its geographlcal




position, everything must arrive by sea route, but to pretend to
apply these same laws to GIlbraltar, which ig joined by Spatn land
to Spaln, must perforce cause Lnconvenlence and losses which could
be prevented by previously devoting & little time to study%@hé mat~
ter and Introducing Into those laws modlflications which experilence
and good mense advises.

We hear that the CHamber of Commerce and the Exchange
Committee are giving careful attention to these matters and we

doubt not that thelr actlon will lead to the degpired resuli.,
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Translation from "EL CALPENSEY of the 4th., October 1216,

COMMERCE  AND THEE WAR,
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There is another aspect to the questlion we were discussling yester-
day, & much graver one than some people Imagline. Up to the pre—
sent, exzportation without limitation of any kind had been allowed
o countries of the allles and friendly neutrals such as Morocco
and 3paln. Thege Tacllitles have now ceased as revardis merchan-
dlse recelved from England,

The itmporter, belng restricted Lo local consumptlon,
reduces his Lmports.,and we are told that,as a result of ail thls,
the stocks of certain artlcles have greatly dimlnlshed, and will
be still further dimInlshed, and 't may happen that we ghall run
shogl of themt and,wnile Calpean merchants are forbidden Lo re-
export such artlicles as candles, butter &c., steamars are leaviing
London and Liverpool direct for bpanish and Maroccan ports packed
Wwith those same artlcles which It ig 1llegal Tor Gibraltar traders
o re—export,

As regafds flour, we have heard Lt affirmed, that a
crisls Ll approachling which should preoccupy the attention of
toth Governnent and the people, HMiour has attained such a price
In the Unlted States that, at present, L Ls cheaper o purchase
Spanigh Tlour, and Spanish towns In Morocco are ILmporbing Tlour
from the Peningula, In view of this fact, Glbralitar Importers

are taking no steps Lo replenlsh thely stocks and 1T Is not Impos-

slble that, after a time, there may be a scarcity of flour Iin Gib-

raltar. The Inhabltante should, of courge, prepare Lo replgn
themgelves Lo have o pay much dearer Tor bread than tThey do at
nresent,

We cannolt understand thig change of pollcy on
the part of our Authorities with regard Lo the faclllties which
were belng glven to export trade., Importers entered inﬁo a bond

Lo keep a gquantlty of goods as a reserve, and 4ld not hesitate Lo




allow capital Lo remain dormant, In exchange for exportatlon
facllitles, Buddenly, without any previous notlice, these faclli-
ties are withdrawn and, as g only natural, the Importer Iinter-—
prets this as a breach of contract on the part of the Government
and Mat the same time, considers himself released from his
undertaking., Also, Ln future, he will take no pains Lo retalin
the reserve of goods which he had been bound to keep, ab least
as regards those artlcles, the exportation of which g not now
permitted.,

This iz & simllar Instance to the Black Ligst case.
The conplalnt of the local merchants Is,solely,tham the Authorl-
tles should have notified then that, froﬁ a glilven date, the expor-
tation of certain goods would be prohiblted except under certaln
conditlons, We think the pretension is a very logical, reason~-
able ahd proper one and, by so simple a procedure, the Importers
would have been saved from very serious loeses and the public
world not have to undergo the Lnconvenlence whilich , at no distant
& date, nilght be 5rought,about By as a conseguence of the merchaat
abstalning from Importing certaln artlcler i1n the same guanbitles
as they were accustomed to do when there were no restrictlone on
exzpoyrtatbion,.

Thege restrictlons placed on Gibraltar commerce must
markedly diminish the profits and we already stated yesterday
that'l'argent falt la guere! Could Gibraltar have contribubed
the sums glven for the benefit of the wounded, the orphans, the
Belglan children, 1T the Government had adopted from the commence-

ment of hostilitles the measures now in force? Certalnly nob,




